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CRUELTY TO THE DUMB CREATION
A Mysorean draws my attention to
"a small matter which however literally means life and
death to the unfortunate dogs and cattle impounded in the
Bangalore City pounds. The conditions there are very bad
and the poor animals imprisoned for no fault of theirs are not
properly fed nor given water. The lethal apparatus for the
killing of dogs is out of order since some time and no attempts
seem to have been made to repair it. The crude and cruel
method of poisoning the animal is resorted to/'
I have had the misfortune to advise the destruction of stray
dogs. But that had to be, if men would be so cruel as, out of a
false sense of pity, to feed pariah dogs and permit them to
become a menace to the neighbouring population. But my
advice can never include impounding such dogs and torturing
them as those mentioned by my correspondent seem to have
been. Humanitarian instinct demands destruction of such ani-
mals in an instantaneous and painless manner. I would love to
hope that there is exaggeration in what the correspondent has
stated. Anyway, the Municipality in question and all such other
institutions should mend their manner if they do not satisfy the
test demanded by humanity.
On the train to Calcutta, 29-10-'46
.  Harijan, 10-11-1946